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ECDC’s COVID activities: Overview
• ECDC legally mandated to collect health information on infectious diseases collected by EU/EEA MSs 

(27MS +3EEA).
• ECDC produces several COVID-19 surveillance outputs (e.g. weekly COVID-19 surveillance report/ 

country overview). Much of the data is downloadable in open data formats on ECDC’s website.

• Core datasets:
o TESSy: Over 9.5M COVID-19 cases in database (11 Feb 2021)
o Supplemented by web scraping of public health websites etc.

• Epidemiological data include:
o Case numbers (COVID-19 cases, deaths, setting of infection). 
o Severity (Hospital and ICU admission, risk factors etc.).
o Genomic data (WGF): genetic variants.

• Public health response:
o Testing.
o Country response measures.

• Data used as a basis of many ECDC outputs: risk assessments/technical guidance/modelling etc.

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19-pandemic


COVID information exchange: who?
• Member States

• Health Security Committee (Cross border health threats)
• Integrated Political Crisis Response (IPCR) (EC/MS/others)
• MS National Focal Points (+ COVID-specific Lab and Epi contacts)

• European Commission
• DG SANTE
• Other Directorates 

• European Parliament
• WHO/CDCs & other international stakeholders
• EU Research projects

• PHIRI



COVID information exchange: what?
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• Daily updates, maps and tables
• Risk assessments with options for response
• Briefings for stakeholders
• Guidance and materials for EU Member 

States
• Support in preparedness actions

• Laboratory capacity
• Hospital preparedness

• Template leaflets, infographics, videos for 
national authorities to translate and 
customise



Scientific advice: ECDC guidance documents on 
COVID-19, examples

• Options for the use of rapid antigen tests
• Contact tracing guidance
IPC guidance in various settings
• Strategies for the surveillance of COVID-19
• Monitoring and evaluation framework for COVID-19 

response activities
• Objectives for COVID-19 testing in school settings
• Population-wide testing of SARS-CoV-2
• Settings-specific guidance
• Projected baselines of COVID-19 in the EU/EEA and the 

UK (30- or, most recently 45-day modelling – until 25 
December) 

• Conducting in-action and after-action reviews of the 
public health response to COVID-19

• Travel-related advice 
• …and many more

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19-pandemic 5

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19-pandemic


ECDC Output highlights (1): Vaccine Tracker (Feb)

Vaccine Tracker that provides a near-live view on vaccination progress in Europe: 
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html#vaccine-tracker-tab 6

https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html#vaccine-tracker-tab


ECDC Output highlights(2):Response Measures Database 
( Feb 7th)

ECDC/JRC  joint output. Archive of non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs), by 30 countries in the European Union and European Economic Area in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The RMD 
is reviewed and updated every two weeks: https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/launch-joint-response-measures-database (ECDC= data collection. JRC data base/web platform)
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/launch-joint-response-measures-database


ECDC Output highlights(3):Infographic: Mutation of 
SARS-CoV2 - current variants of concern (Feb 8)

infographic on the three current variants of concern detected in the UK, South Africa, Brazil and Japan: https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/images/Infographic-RRA-variants_2.png
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Infographics 
communicated 

to public
and health 
authorities

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/images/Infographic-RRA-variants_2.png


ECDC Outputs in the pipeline  

• Rapid risk assessment: SARS-CoV-2 and increased 
circulation of variants of concern in the EU/EEA and vaccine 
rollout, 14th update.

Planned publication: 15th Feb
• Detection and characterisation capability and capacity for 

SARS-CoV-2 variants within the EU/EEA
Planned publication: Week beginning 15th Feb

• Updated guidance for the use of face masks in the 
community.

Planned publication: 15th Feb
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ECDC sources of information

ECDC website: updated daily 
ECDC weekly digest 
• ECDC publications
• ECDC epidemiological summary and situation update
• ECDC Infographics, videos, webinars 
• Other ECDC COVID outputs (e.g. living reviews on key 

topics (diagnostics, infection, testing, NPIs, immunity 
etc.)

• Selected Peer-review publications (weekly “highlights”)
• COVID-19 information pages of EU/EEA Member States 
To subscribe to the Weekly Digest send an email to 
PHE.Support.Scientific-Evidence@ecdc.europa.eu with the 
subject “Subscribe to Covid-19 Weekly Digest”.
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mailto:PHE.Support.Scientific-Evidence@ecdc.europa.eu


Thank you for your attention
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