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Disclaimer: We kindly ask to acknowledge that due to the diverse and heterogeneous nature of the questions and the dynamic pandemic situation some of the information 
might be incomplete or only correct for the time being. Thus, please consider the date and date of the last update with the below information. All available information was 
provided by a country representative from the PHIRI network during or in connection to the respective meeting.  

Date: 30.08.2021 Last Update: 01.09.2021 

Table 1: Part 1- School start 2021 in AL 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Albania 
 

Yes, Albania is 
discussing 
different 
measures. 

No different 
rules apply 
for children 
above or 
under 12. 

Yes, 
alternat
e terms 
is in 
place. 

No face 
masks are 
not 
mandatory 
at the 
moment. 

Not 
available 

Not in 
place 

Is 
discussed 
for higher 
grades 

No 
 

Schools will open 
on September 27. 
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Table 2: Part 1- School start 2021 in AT 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Austria Details of the concept for safe 
schools 2021 (see 
https://sichereschule.at/ and 
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c
7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-
a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.p
df, in German). 
 
Details of the concept for safe 
schools 2021 (see 
https://sichereschule.at/ and 
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c
7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-
a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.p
df, in German): 
First 3 weeks of this semester will 
serve as a “security phase” with the 
following containment measures: 
• Pupils and teachers need to wear 
face masks outside the classrooms 
• Pupils need to be tested three 

Yes  Yes No Yes, 
partially - 
see details 

Yes, 
partially - 
see details 

Yes, 
unvaccina
ted staff 

No Yes, will 
be 
provide
d for 
classroo
ms that 
are 
difficult 
to air 
naturall
y 

 
Schools in AT have 
not opened yet (will 
open on 06.09.) 

https://sichereschule.at/
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://sichereschule.at/
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf
https://www.bmbwf.gv.at/dam/jcr:c7882fdc-8dca-4cc0-9e6a-a8689dd46be3/risikostufen_matrix.pdf


 8 

www.phiri.eu 

 

times a week; at least one test per 
week needs to be a PCR test 
• Staff (teachers and administrative) 
need to be tested three times a 
week; for unvaccinated staff, at least 
one test per week needs to be a PCR 
test 
 
After this first phase containment 
measures will apply based on the 
current regional risk-adjusted 7-day-
incidence (calculated weekly, for 
details in German see here: 
https://corona-ampel.gv.at/corona-
kommission/bewertungskriterien/): 
Level 1 (low risk; <100): 
• Voluntary testing for pupils (based 
on regional incidence mandatory 
testing can be introduced 
temporarily) 
• Unvaccinated staff (teachers and 
administrative) need a valid test 
certificate at any time; at least one 
test per week needs to be a PCR test 
(antigen tests are available in the 
schools, PCR tests have to be taken 
elsewhere) 
• Masks are not mandatory 
 
Level 2 (moderate risk; >100): 
• Unvaccinated pupils need to be 
tested three times a week; at least 
one test per week needs to be a PCR 
test  
• Unvaccinated staff (teachers and 
administrative) need a valid test 
certificate at any time; at least one 
test per week needs to be a PCR test 
(antigen tests are available in the 
schools, PCR tests have to be taken 

https://corona-ampel.gv.at/corona-kommission/bewertungskriterien/
https://corona-ampel.gv.at/corona-kommission/bewertungskriterien/
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elsewhere) 
• Pupils and teachers need to wear 
face masks outside the classrooms 
 
Level 3 (high risk; >200): 
• Unvaccinated pupils need to be 
tested three times a week; at least 
one test per week needs to be a PCR 
test  
• Unvaccinated staff (teachers and 
administrative) need a valid test 
certificate at any time; at least one 
test per week needs to be a PCR test 
(antigen tests are available in the 
schools, PCR tests have to be taken 
elsewhere) 
• Pupils up the grade 8 need to wear 
face masks outside the classrooms; 
pupils in grade 9 and above need to 
wear face masks also inside the 
classrooms; this rule applies to 
teachers accordingly (dependent on 
which grade they are teaching) 
 
In addition to regular testing, 
ventilation/humidifiers and face 
masks risk mitigation by: 
• Promoting vaccination (information 
dissemination and providing rooms); 
mobile vaccination centres in busses 
will be placed in the vicinity of 
schools 
• Early warning system: 
o Wastewater monitoring by PCR 
tests; this system will capture about 
75% of Austrians pupils 
o Sentinel schools: in about 300 
schools pupils will be PCR-tested 
irrespective of the current 
epidemiological situation to enable 
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an early detection of school-based 
transmission 
 
School events: in level 1 without 
restrictions; in level 2 only after risk 
analysis and with security concept; in 
level 3 not permitted 
Boarding schools: in level 1 and 
above, pupils who stay overnight 
need to be vaccinated, tested or 
recovered from COVID-19; in level 2 
and above everyone has to wear face 
masks outside the common rooms 
and unvaccinated pupils and staff 
have to provide a negative test 
certificate on the day of their arrival; 
in level 3 unvaccinated pupils need to 
wear face masks also in common 
rooms 
Sports and music: frequent natural 
ventilation; in level 2 and above 
sports, singing and wind instruments 
should be performed outside if 
possible or inside while keeping up 
the minimum distance of 2 meters 
(music) or 1 meter (sports) 
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Table 3: Part 1- School start 2021 in BE 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Belgium  Yes Yes No For 12+ in 
Brussels 
only (= area 
with lowest 
vaccination 
coverage in 
general 
population 
+ highest 
level of 
community 
transmissio
n) 

No 
(only in 
case of 
high-risk 
contact) 

No 
(only in 
case of 
high-risk 
contact, 
then 
testing 2x 
(asap 
after 
exposure 
+ 7d after 
exposure) 
regardless 
of 
vaccinatio
n or 
symptoms 

No No Vaccinatio
n is 
available 
for all 
aged 12 
and 
above, 
particular 
attention 
is asked to 
ventilatio
n (CO2-
level 
<900ppm)
. In case 
of 1 case 
in class 
<12y, all 
other 
children 
are 

N/A 
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considere
d low risk 
contacts, 
not 
requiring 
quarantin
e or 
testing 
except in 
case of 
symptoms
. If an 
additional 
case is 
detected 
within 14 
days after 
the first 
case, the 
entire 
class is 
tested 
and goes 
into 
quarantin
e for 10 
days. For 
cases 
>12y, 
individual 
contact 
tracing is 
done 
(close 
contact = 
>15’ 
<1,5m 
without 
masks for 
both or 
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direct 
physical 
contact) 
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Table 4: Part 1- School start 2021 in HR 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Croatia There is a school concept in place 
which was last updated in August, 
with social distancing and hand 
hygiene as before. 

 
Mandatory 
wearing of 
face masks 
for older 
than 12 
years of 
age, under 
the age of 
12 they are 
not 
required.  

Not 
required 
but 
recomm
ended if 
possible
. 

 
No regular 
testing, 
only in 
cases of 
contact 
with 
positive 
tested 
person 
and when 
symptoms 
appear. 

 
No Not 

required 
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Table 5: Part 1- School start 2021 in CZ 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/dis
cussing 
specific 
measures/str
ategies for 
the start of 
schools in 
autumn (Y/N) 
?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years and 
those >12 
years: Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Czech Republic School starts on 1st of September 
with screening.  
Children will be tested three times a 
week via antigen tests and the data 
will be evaluated. Depending on the 
incidence of infection, testing will be 
stopped or continued for another 
month. 

 
If a child is 
vaccinated 
with 2 doses 
(at least 2 
weeks after 
completion of 
vaccination at 
the beginning 
of school), no 
testing is 
needed. 
Data show, 
that 31% of 
children aged 
12 to 15 are 
already 
vaccinated or 
plan to get 
vaccinated 
soon. 

 
Wearing 
face masks 
is 
mandatory 
only in 
common 
spaces 
(corridors, 
…), but not 
in 
classrooms. 

     
School starts on 1st 
September. 
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Table 6: Part 1- School start 2021 in EE 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing
/discussin
g specific 
measures
/strategie
s for the 
start of 
schools in 
autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years and 
those >12 
years: Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternate 
terms: Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/st
aff: Y/N 

f. Distance 
teaching/le
arning: Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. 
Other: 

 

Estonia Schoolyear in Estonia starts in two 
days (1st of September). Specific 
guidelines have been compiled for 
education and youth work 
institutions – for different schools, 
hobby groups, sports facilities etc.    
https://www.hm.ee/et/koroona  - in 
Estonian 
https://www.hm.ee/sites/default/file
s/htm_juhised_koolidele_2021.pdf  - 
in Estonian 

 EE has 
different rules 
for children 
under 12 and 
over 12 years 
old. Over 12 
years old are 
strongly 
recommende
d to 
vaccinate.  
Mandatory to 
follow the 
rules of hand 
hygiene. 

Splitting 
classes/mak
ing smaller 
groups 
inside the 
class is a 
recommend
ed measure. 
More 
groupworks 
in large 
rooms. It’s 
also 
strongly 
recommend
ed to 
organize as 
many 
activities as 
possible 
outdoors. 

Face-masks 
are not 
mandatory 
but strongly 
recommend
ed if a 
teacher or a 
student is 
not 
vaccinated. 
If the 
regional 
incident 
rate 
increases 
face-masks 
are 
recommend
ed in 
indoors for 
all people. 

No Unvaccinate
d workers in 
education 
and youth 
work must 
be tested 
for rapid 
antigen 
tests once a 
week. It is 
not 
mandatory 
to take a 
rapid 
antigen test 
if the 
worker 
presents a 
recovery 
certificate 
from 
COVID-19. 

Distance 
learning is a 
back-up 
measure. 

No  School starts on the 
1st of September. 

https://www.hm.ee/et/koroona
https://www.hm.ee/sites/default/files/htm_juhised_koolidele_2021.pdf
https://www.hm.ee/sites/default/files/htm_juhised_koolidele_2021.pdf
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Table 7: Part 1- School start 2021 in FI 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Finland School in FI started on 11th August 
without any restrictions. Children are 
back to school as normal. 
Children are not allowed to school 
with symptoms, but they can present 
a negative test result.   

 
Yes, 
wearing 
face masks 
is 
mandatory 
for 12 and 
above, and 
teachers, 
except 
outdoors. 

  
No regular 
testing for 
children 
nor 
teachers 

    
School in FI started 
on 11th August. 
There was no 
increase in 
incidence so far, the 
situation is going 
stable. 
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Table 8: Part 1- School start 2021 in MT 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. 
Regular 
testing 
of 
teacher
s/staff: 
Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Malta There is a high vaccination rate in the 
age group of 15 years of age. 
Discussions about reducing measures 
in younger children are still ongoing. 
Last school year was quite successful 
with very little spread in schools.  
The decision continues with current 
measures or restrictions to some 
extent to allow students to learn in 
the normal way. 
 
Schools guidelines used last academic 
year available at the following link: 
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/
en/health-promotion/covid-
19/Documents/mitigation-
conditions-and-
guidances/Information%20for%20Sc
hools%20re%20the%20management
%20of%20children.pdf   

   
Masks in MT 
are required 
by law, inside 
and outside, 
above the age 
of 4. 
Since 1st July, 
fully 
vaccinated 
individuals 
can not wear 
their face 
mask in 
public.  Many 
Maltese have 
relinquished 
this right at 
this point, 
ever since the 
delta spike. 
The face mask 
law is very 
difficult to 
implement 

     
School starts 
towards the end of 
September.   

https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/health-promotion/covid-19/Documents/mitigation-conditions-and-guidances/Information%20for%20Schools%20re%20the%20management%20of%20children.pdf
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with 
foreigners 
who come 
here from 
several 
European 
countries 
where face 
mask wearing 
is much more 
lenient.  At 
least, they are 
all vaccinated. 
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Table 9: Part 1- School start 2021 in NL 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Netherlands 
 

Yes No No Yes, outside 
of the 
classroom 

Yes, from 
secondary 
school 
and 
above, 
non-
mandator
y, advised 
in case 
person it 
not 
considere
d immune 

Yes, non-
mandator
y, advised 
in case 
person it 
not 
considere
d immune 

No No 
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Table 10: Part 1- School start 2021 in NO 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Norway Norway has already experienced 
school start on 16th August 2021. 
The strategy is following: with 
increasing vaccination coverage in 
the adult population, infection 
control measures in society are being 
eased. This also applies to schools 
and kindergartens, and at the start of 
school, most schools and 
kindergartens can open at a green 
level in the traffic light model. For 
school starters, this means that the 
first day of school can be completed 
almost as usual, within the current 
number limits and infection control 
council. 
Green level involves the usual 
organization of classes and everyday 
school life. Although one can 
socialize more freely at the green 
level, there will still be some 

Yes, for those 
mentioned. 

Yes, for 
those 
mentioned. 

No No No No No No 
 

Yes, there are 
occurrence of 
growing number of 
outbreaks. 
Especially 
municipalities are 
asking for more 
measures on the 
national level. Mass 
media are regularly 
updating on the 
situation. 
https://www.aftenp
osten.no/oslo/i/lV4
31M/uro-i-oslo-
skolen-etter-
smitteoekning  
https://www.bt.no/
nyheter/lokalt/i/86
GOv2/slik-er-
koronasituasjonen-

https://www.aftenposten.no/oslo/i/lV431M/uro-i-oslo-skolen-etter-smitteoekning
https://www.aftenposten.no/oslo/i/lV431M/uro-i-oslo-skolen-etter-smitteoekning
https://www.aftenposten.no/oslo/i/lV431M/uro-i-oslo-skolen-etter-smitteoekning
https://www.aftenposten.no/oslo/i/lV431M/uro-i-oslo-skolen-etter-smitteoekning
https://www.aftenposten.no/oslo/i/lV431M/uro-i-oslo-skolen-etter-smitteoekning
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
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infection control measures that apply 
to both children and employees in 
schools and kindergartens. These are 
the infection control tips that apply: 
• Good hand and cough hygiene. 
• Avoid handshake and hugging. 
• Stay at home for new symptoms 
and illness, and have a low threshold 
for testing. 
More on this in Norwegian: 
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/sk
olestart-2021/  
 
From 16 August, children and young 
people under the age of 18 can be 
released from the infection 
quarantine, if someone in the class, 
leisure activity or social circle is 
infected, if they are tested regularly. 
Household members, girlfriends, and 
similar close contacts to the infected 
must remain in quarantine. More on 
this in Norwegian: 
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/te
sting-kan-erstatte-smittekarantene-
for-barn-og-unge/  

paa-skolene-i-
bergen  
https://www.dram
men.kommune.no/
om-
kommunen/aktuelt
/aktuelt-
korona/koronasmitt
ede-i-drammen/   
 
In the attached 
diagram you can 
see that we are 
experiencing new 
peaks. 
https://www.fhi.no
/sv/smittsomme-
sykdommer/corona
/dags--og-
ukerapporter/dags-
-og-ukerapporter-
om-koronavirus/  
Although this 
illustration does not 
show how many of 
these are related to 
school start. The 
holiday season is 
not over yet.  

  

https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/skolestart-2021/
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/skolestart-2021/
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/testing-kan-erstatte-smittekarantene-for-barn-og-unge/
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/testing-kan-erstatte-smittekarantene-for-barn-og-unge/
https://www.fhi.no/nyheter/2021/testing-kan-erstatte-smittekarantene-for-barn-og-unge/
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
https://www.bt.no/nyheter/lokalt/i/86GOv2/slik-er-koronasituasjonen-paa-skolene-i-bergen
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.drammen.kommune.no/om-kommunen/aktuelt/aktuelt-korona/koronasmittede-i-drammen/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/
https://www.fhi.no/sv/smittsomme-sykdommer/corona/dags--og-ukerapporter/dags--og-ukerapporter-om-koronavirus/


 23 

www.phiri.eu 

 

 

Table 11: Part 1- School start 2021 in PL 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing
/discussin
g specific 
measures
/strategie
s for the 
start of 
schools in 
autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. 
Different 
rules 
apply for 
children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Poland In Poland school begins on September 1st 
according to the rules from before the 
pandemic (regular on-site teaching).  
The Ministry of Education and Science, 
Ministry of Health and Chief Sanitary 
Inspectorate have elaborated guidelines for 
primary and middle schools regarding the 
start of the school year.  
The guidelines are a set of recommendations 
and instructions whose aim is to provide a 
safe and hygienic organization of classes in 
the conditions of the epidemic. In the 
guidelines it is also underlined that the 
actions referring to the health safety need to 
be combined with the care for mental health 
of children and youth. 

         
In Poland school 
begins on 
September 1st 
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Basic rules included in the guidelines to be a 
observed in schools are: 
- Disinfection  
- Hygiene  
- Airing classrooms  
- Wearing safety masks in common spaces  
- Social distancing 
Vaccination is recommended for the school 
staff and for students in certain age groups 
(12-17). However, there will not be any 
separate rules for the vaccinated and non-
vaccinated students. In September the 
vaccination action will be extended to 
schools (combined with promoting actions 
addressing children and their parents) 
depending on the interest expressed. 
 
For the time being 1,4 mln children aged 12-
17 have been vaccinated (1 or 2 doses, 
source: 
https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/rapor
t-szczepien-przeciwko-covid-19)  
The percentage of vaccinated children in 
different age groups (data as of mid-August) 
17 years - 40% 
16 years - 36% 
15 years - 32% 
14 years - 27% 
13 years - 23% 
12 years - 12% 
(Please take into account that children aged 
12-15 were included in the vaccination 
program later, on June 7th 2021). 
 
All the above-mentioned information, data 
and recommendations are subject to change 
with regard to the development of the 
epidemic situation.  

  

https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/raport-szczepien-przeciwko-covid-19
https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/raport-szczepien-przeciwko-covid-19
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Table 12: Part 1- School start 2021 in PT 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-kids: 
Y/N 

e. 
Regular 
testing 
of 
teacher
s/staff: 
Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Portugal Each school must have a contingency 
plan.  
Hand hygiene requirements are the 
same for students and teachers. 

 
From 12 
years of age 
and above, 
testing is 
mandatory 
at the 
beginning of 
the school 
year. 

 
Teachers 
must wear 
face masks 
all the time.  

From 12 
years of age 
and above, 
testing is 
mandatory 
at the 
beginning of 
the school 
year. 
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Table 13: Part 1- School start 2021 in SK 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing/discu
ssing specific 
measures/strat
egies for the 
start of schools 
in autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different 
rules apply 
for children 
<12 years 
and those 
>12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. Regular 
testing of 
school-
kids: Y/N 

e. Regular 
testing of 
teachers/
staff: Y/N 

f. 
Distance 
teaching/l
earning: 
Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Slovakia SK has started to apply the principle 
of the so-called "VTR", i.e. equal 
conditions to vaccinated, tested, and 
recovered children.  
If a child is vaccinated, it means 
unlimited access to school premises. 
Below 12 years of age and/or without 
vaccination, parents have to proof 
the own vaccination. In that case, 
their children have unlimited access. 
If a child has recovered once 
(recovery certificate not older than 6 
months at school beginning), the 
access to school is also unlimited. 
 In all other cases, children have to 
undergo testing with two 
possibilities:  
1. Antigen test/home self-test (nose 
swab) 
2. Gurgling antigen test distributed to 
the schools (elementary school 

 
For children 
under 12 
years of age 
and/or 
unvaccinate
d children, 
parents 
must 
provide 
proof of 
their own 
vaccination. 
In this case, 
their 
children 
have 
unrestricted 
access to 
schooling. 

  
Mandator
y testing if 
(child 
self/paren
t) 
unvaccina
ted, with 
two 
options:  
 1. 
Antigen 
test/home 
self-test 
(nose 
swab) 
 2. 
Gurgling 
antigen 
test 
distribute
d to the 
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started last Thursday, no information 
up to now) 

schools 
(elementa
ry school 
started 
last 
Thursday, 
no 
informatio
n up to 
now) 
 
Exception: 
vaccinate
d 
(child/par
ent) or 
recovered 
(6 MO). 
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Table 14: Part 1- School start 2021 in ES 

Country 

School start in autumn 2021 

1. Are you 
preparing
/discussin
g specific 
measures
/strategie
s for the 
start of 
schools in 
autumn 
(Y/N) ?  

2. Which measures are in place / planned for schools in your country / region? 

3. In case schools 
have already 
opened after 
summer break: Do 
you see effects on 
incidence (rate of 
infected persons) 
already? 

   a. Different rules 
apply for children 
<12 years and 
those >12 years: 
Y/N 

b. Split 
classes / 
alternat
e terms: 
Y/N 

c. 
Mandatory 
face-masks: 
Y/N 

d. 
Regul
ar 
testin
g of 
school
-kids: 
Y/N 

e. 
Regul
ar 
testin
g of 
teach
ers/st
aff: 
Y/N 

f. Distance 
teaching/learning
: Y/N 

g. 
Humidif
iers: 
Y/N 

h. Other:  

Spain The information is included in: 
Guidelines Prevention measures, 
hygiene and health promotion 
against Covid-19 in school centers 
during 2021-2022 course, elaborated 
by the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Education  
 
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesion
ales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActu
al/nCov/documentos/Medidas_centr
os_educativos_Curso_2021_2022.pdf  

 
Yes. 
Inside the 
classrooms, pupils 
will be organized 
in stable 
cohabitation 
groups from Pre-
primary (0-6 years 
old) to Primary 
school (6-12 years 
old), with 
exception of 5th 
and 6th course of 
Primary School 
that can also 
maintain 

No. 
Student-
teacher 
ratio in 
classroo
ms will 
be 
accordin
g to the 
applied 
law, 
being 
recomm
endable 
that 
groups 

Yes. 
From 6 
years old 
(Primary 
School), 
independen
tly of 
interperson
al distance 
or 
belonging to 
a stable 
cohabitatio
n group. It is 
recommend
able for 

No No No. 
Face to face 
learning will be 
guaranteed for all 
school levels of 
the education 
system. It is 
necessary to 
guarantee 
attendance at 
least until the age 
of 14 (2nd year of 
Secondary 
Education), given 
the lower 
independence at 

No Measures 
related to 
hand 
hygiene, 
cleaning, 
disinfectio
n, 
ventilatio
n, waste 
managem
ent, use of 
lunchroo
ms, etc.… 
are 
thoroughl
y 

No information, 
school will begin on 
6th Sept. 

https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/documentos/Medidas_centros_educativos_Curso_2021_2022.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/documentos/Medidas_centros_educativos_Curso_2021_2022.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/documentos/Medidas_centros_educativos_Curso_2021_2022.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/ccayes/alertasActual/nCov/documentos/Medidas_centros_educativos_Curso_2021_2022.pdf
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interpersonal 
distance of 1.5 m. 
In Secondary 
school and higher 
levels, students 
must respect 
interpersonal 
distance of 1.5 m, 
with flexibility to 
1.2 m. 
 
Further 
information:  
Structure of the 
Education System 
in Spain 
https://eacea.ec.e
uropa.eu/national
-
policies/eurydice/
content/organisat
ion-education-
system-and-its-
structure-79_en  
 
It has been 
authorized the 
use of vaccines 
against Covid-19 
for adolescents 
from 12-19 years 
old since June 
2021. Particularly, 
for those with 
high risk 
conditions, high 
dependency, 
living in 
intellectual 
disability/youth 

are as 
reduced 
as 
possible
. 

pupils 
between 3 
and 5 years 
old when 
they use the 
school 
transport. In 
case of 
outdoor 
activities 
where 
pupils can 
maintain 1.5 
m of 
distance, 
they might 
not use the 
mask, 
depending 
on the 
epidemiolog
ical 
situation.  
All teachers 
must wear a 
face-mask 
independen
tly of 
interperson
al distance 
maintenanc
e. 

those ages; but it 
is necessary to 
reinforce face-to-
face presence 
also in higher 
courses, due to its 
impact on 
academic results, 
emotional well-
being and equity. 
Only with an 
epidemiological 
situation 
classified as of 
moderate or high 
concern, the last 
option would be 
blended learning 
(semi-presential 
education) from 
3rd year of 
Secondary School 
(15 years old) and 
above. This 
option will be 
used only if it 
can´t achieve 
neither 
interpersonal 
distance of 1.5 m 
nor outdoor 
classes. 

explained 
in the 
guidelines 
mentione
d before.   

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/organisation-education-system-and-its-structure-79_en
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centers or those 
who need special 
education. 
The rest of 
adolescents and 
pre-adolescents 
will be vaccinated 
later on.  
Nowadays, 32,2% 
of adolescents 
between 12 and 
19 years-old are 
fully vaccinated 
(updated 1st 
September 2021) 
Further 
information: 
https://www.vacu
nacovid.gob.es/ 
https://www.msc
bs.gob.es/profesi
onales/saludPubli
ca/prevPromocio
n/vacunaciones/c
ovid19/docs/COVI
D-
19_Actualizacion8
_EstrategiaVacun
acion.pdf  

 

https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/profesionales/saludPublica/prevPromocion/vacunaciones/covid19/docs/COVID-19_Actualizacion8_EstrategiaVacunacion.pdf

